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Jay Irwin stands beside the dry well that contains the
Direct Inline Pump installed in 2018.
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Sherman Wastewater
Treatment plant holds

celebratory open house
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A new sign honoring former Sherman Mayor Edward
the wastewater treatment plant. From left to right are
LoGuidice, former wastewater plant chief operator Paul Fisher, Sherman Mayor

tor.
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rickman greets visitors to
Benson of Barton and

Colleen Meeder, present chief operator Jay Irwin and County legislator Marty Proc-
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Meeder also praised
Mayor Sprickman and oth-
ers who had the vision to
build a plant 40 years ago.
“What great insight and
courage the board must have
had about 50 years ago to
Begin the process of creating
the Sherman Sewer District.
T can’t imagine it was a pop-
ular idea then,” she said.
*“Those leaders did not build
this for any benefit to them-
selves. They recognized the
need for the community.”

Water & Streets Superin-
tendent, Doug Crane said
larger municipalities were
constructing sewer plants,
but very few villages the
size of Sherman took on the

construction of wastewater
treatment facilities. “There
was a big push in the 70’s,”
he said. “Also, the federal
government offered more
grant money at that time.”
Meeder said that, while
the idea of celebrating a
wastewater treatment plant
may seem strange, it is actu-
ally a great way for people
to gain an appreciation of
something they generally
take for granted. “Dwight
Brown of the EFC calls it
“flush and forget’ syndrome.
For 40 years, this system
has not failed, it has not
been seen, talked of, or
much thought about by the
general community,” she

said. “Some think this cele-
bration is silly. We saw this
as an opportunity to educate,
but it is truly a celebration.
The pride and care of com-
mitment put into this other-
wise thankless job is out-
standing, and Paul and Jay
were recognized just for
those reasons.”

Irwin said he is looking
forward to the upgrades,
which are expected to be
completed by 2022. The
system will be converted to
a sequential batch reactor
process, he said, which is an
automated system. “We’ll
have totally new tanks.
Essentially we’re getting a
new plant,” Irwin said.



