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At top is Alexandra Tramer, a direc-
tor for Camoin Associates, shares the
results of a recent market study of

downtown Sherman. Above, Vill
Sherman Mayor Colleen Meeder kicks
off an open house regarding a market

study done on the village
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The ty to use down-
town Sherman to generate eco-
nomic development is “really
big"” residents were told at an
open house April 25 in the Sher-
man Fire Hall.

Alexandra Tranmer and
Tom Dworetsky, directors from
| Camoin Associates, based in
Saratoga Springs, presented an
overview of a recent market anal-
ysis the company had conducted
on Sherman’s downtown area.
The study focused particularly
on the factors that could drive
investors to choose the Village
of Sherman as a developmental

'n'mmtry ted a snapsbot
of Sherman noting the village
has grown in population, while
the county has lost residents,
Also, the median age in the Vil-
lage is 37, compared to 42 in
the county. “These are things that
businesses and investors look at,”
shesaid. °

The study also showed that
56% of Sherman residents com-
mute to work and 31% commute
more than 50 miles, Tranmer
said. 8% of the
that traverse 1-86
daily exit at Shenmm. she said.
The goal is to capture 5% to 10%
more of those, she added.

' enthusiasts are the targeted

The top industries in Sherman
are education, construction and
agriculture, Tranmer said.

Tranmer summarized the fac-
tors which may promote invest-
ment in Sherman. They include
its proximity to 1-86, a seasonal
population which resides in Sher-
man part of the year, the busi-
ness community’s commitment
to Sherman, a growing resident
population, non-chain stores and a
built environment, including light-
ing, parking and facades, she said.

Tranmer noted Sherman has
four seasons of outdoor recre-
ational activities. Also, second
seasonal homeowners, families,
day travelers and historic tourism
con-
sumer market, she said.

Tranmer said that every suc-
cessful economic development
project has three factors - mar-
ket feasibility, financial feasibil-
ity and community feasibility.

e're looking at all the differ-
ent pieces and where there are

‘barriers to them,” she said.

Dworetsky then spoke about
three sites on Main Street that
were identified as priority sites.
The study projected a use for
each of these buildings, but, he
noted that these are simply ideas
at this point. “This is a visions
exercise,” he said. “We're not
saying that this is what has to

Optimistic presentation has village
of Sherman thinking ‘really big’

happen with these buildings.”

The first site Dworetsky
described is the Weijse Garage at
124 East Main Street. The build-
ing, which has 23,000 square
feet, was created by the merger
of Sherman’s Main Street Theatre
and the H. Buss & Sons Building.

Dworetsky proposed that the
garage could be used as a mar-
ketplace for local and regional
vendors on one side and as a
brewery/restaurant area on the
other side. “Again, I'm not say-
ing the building has 10 be used
this way,” Dworetsky said, “We
identified that this type of use
would appeal to both local and
regional consumers.”

The second building, locat-
ed at 104 West Main Street, is
currently being partially used for
retail and apartments, as well as
some storage, Dworetsky said.
He proposed that a tavern could
be put on the first floor, while the
upstairs could be converted into
lodging or small meeting rooms.

The third building is the old
Ford Garage on the west end of
the Village, which has approxi-
mately 8,000 square feet, includ-
ing the basement level.
suggested that this could be used
as a community center.

See SHERMAN,
Page A3

During Tranmer’s pre-
sentation, Sherman Mayor
Colleen Meeder raised the
issue of Sherman’s proxim-
ity to the Chautauqua Rails
to Trails System. “There
is so much opportunity in
terms of economic devel-
opment for businesses near
the trails,” she said. She
noted that the County Plan-
ning Board is looking into
ways to organize all five

trail systems through a
study, in cooperation with
“The Friends of the Chau-
tauqua County Greenways”
mission.

Meeder noted there is a
process to being identified
as a “trail town.” How-
ever, once a municipality
receives this designation, it
is placed on a national map.
Matt Bourke, Senior Planner
with the Chautauqua County

Department of Planning and -

Development, agreed with
Meeder. “There are a lot of
people in the county inter-
ested in the trails and how
they can bring us is togeth~
er,” he said.

The downtown market

" analysis was funded by a -
CDBG (Community Devel-

opment Block Grant} from
the NYS Office of Com-
munity Renewal. Meeder

noted, in‘a press releass;
that *the Village is gxcited .
to present what undiscoy
ered opportunities there @e
for economic developinent
in Sherman.” The compie-
hensive plan; New

York

Main Strect Development

Project, and plans for prees
nfrastruciiire’ 4l connibois
to the Village’s ecanomiic
and community deveiop-
ment initiarive.™



