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VILLAGE OF SHERMAN 
 

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING  

AND MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL ZONING BOARD, 

AND SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD,  

Monday, May 1, 2023 at 6:00pm 

 

Mayor Colleen Meeder called the meeting to order at 6pm and lead everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. Board members Colleen Meeder, Ryan Sanders, Dennis Watson, Gary Emory and 

Danielle Crane; Clerk-Treasurer Jeanette Ramm; and Code & Zoning Enforcement Officer Greg 

Gormley were in attendance. 

 

Motion to suspend the special meeting and enter into the meeting of the Municipal Zoning Board. 

Moved by Trustee Emory Seconded by Trustee Crane  

Ayes: 5 Nays:   0 Carried 

 

MUNICIPAL ZONING BOARD MEETING & HEARING: 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 170 Park St – Property Maintenance Violations 

SBL: 328.11-1-14, Ian Lemke / Cozy Castles of Wetmore, TX 

 

Enforcement Officer, Greg Gormley presented photographs to the trustees regarding the property at 

170 Park Street, which is condemned, under the Vacancy Law, and presented multiple violations 

found within NYS Property Maintenance Code, Sewer Law, Unsafe Structures, and the Weeds Law 

and Zoning Law upgrades regarding Fences and Trash Storage. Comparisons were made with other 

municipalities to determine what was appropriate and after discussing issues including trespassers 

in the condemned building on private property, it was concluded that the property has been vacant 

since October 2022 and should be secured, and anything laying outside the house is assumed to be 

abandoned trash and under the Village of Sherman Zoning Law Section 623. 

 

RES 2023-05-01.1: REMEDIATION OF 170 PARK ST PROPERTY MAINENTANCE  

Motion to accept the recommendations of the Enforcement Officer of Code and Zoning, after finding 

Ian Lemke of Cozy Castles, owner of 170 Park St, SBL 328.11-1-14 in violation of the Village of 

Sherman Zoning Law Section 623 Trash Storage.  Due to the noncompliance for neglect to comply 

with said order, the Municipal Zoning Board herein approves and authorizes the clean-up and 

remediation of the conditions found on the premises, either by municipal employees or by contract.  

All expenses incurred by the Municipality in connection with the proceedings to clean up, remove 

or remediate conditions on premises specified of any nature including legal costs shall be assessed 

against the land upon which the violations occurred and shall be levied and collected in the same 

manner as provided for the levy and collection of Municipal taxes.   

Moved by Trustee Watson Seconded by Trustee Sanders  

Ayes: 5 Nays:   0 Carried 

 

RES 2023-05-01.2: SECURING THE CONDEMNED/VACANT HOUSE AT 170 PARK ST 

Motion to approve and authorize the Enforcement Officer of Code and Zoning to secure the property 

as necessary, including boarding up broken or open windows and installing locks on the doors; in 

that this property is both condemned and under the Village’s Vacant Property Law.  Due to the 

noncompliance for neglect to comply with said order, the Municipal Zoning Board herein approves 
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and authorizes the Enforcement Officer to secure the windows and doors of the house, either by 

municipal employees or by contract. All expenses incurred by the Municipality in connection with 

the proceedings to secure the premises specified of any nature including legal costs shall be assessed 

against the land upon which the violations occurred and shall be levied and collected in the same 

manner as provided for the levy and collection of Municipal taxes.   

Moved by Trustee Watson Seconded by Trustee Emory  

Ayes: 5 Nays:   0 Carried 

 
The Board of Trustees reviewed the Pest Remediation Law, which is being implemented to ensure 

timely correction of issues, not to penalize residents for having an infestation. The trustees also 

reviewed the language and intent: 

 

SECTION 3.  PURPOSE AND INTENT. 

The purpose of this Chapter is to protect the health, safety, quality of living, and wellbeing of persons 

and property by establishing an approved process for remediation of infestations of insects, rodents, 

or other pests and vermin as described, defined, and identified in accordance with the State adopted 

Property Maintenance Code.   

 

SECTION 4.  DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Chapter, the terms shall have the meanings as defined by the State adopted Property 

Maintenance Code.   

 

DAY – any reference to “day” shall herein represent a calendar day. 

 

SECTION 5.  APPROVED PROCESS. 

The New York State adopted Property Maintenance Code requires prompt extermination of insect 

and rodent infestations; and the adoption of this Chapter herein provides for the Village of Sherman’s 

approved process for remediation: 
A. Once an infestation is identified, the Enforcement Officer shall notify the owner and/or occupant by 

serving notice in person or by certified mail.   

B. The owner and/or occupant responsible as described in the State adopted Property Maintenance Code 

has five days to respond to the notice by informing the Enforcement Office of the plan to remediate.   

C. The remediation plan must be approved by the Enforcement Officer. 

D. The active remediation plan must be initiated within ten days of the original notice served.  

E. The Enforcement Officer may require professional abatement for remediation, (at any time).  

F. The remediation plan is to remain ongoing until the infestation is fully eliminated. 

G. A plan must be implemented to prevent re-infestation. 

H. All remediation costs incurred are the responsibility of the owner and/or occupant and shall be levied 

and collected in the same manner as provided for the levy and collection of Municipal taxes. 

 

SECTION 6.  DUTIES OF ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL. 

The Enforcement Officer(s) of Code, Zoning, Building Inspection, and Fire Inspection are herein 

authorized to identify and make the determination, in accordance with the State adopted Property 

Maintenance Code, whether an infestation of insects, rodents, or other pests and vermin exists, 

approve the plan and enforce the process for remediation. 

 

Motion to close the Municipal Zoning Board Meeting and resume the special meeting of the Board 

of Trustees.  

https://ecode360.com/10914114#10914127
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Moved by Trustee Crane Seconded by Trustee Sanders  

Ayes: 5 Nays:   0 Carried 

 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING: 
 
RES 2023-05-01.3: BROOM – SWEEPER NOT TO EXCEED $8,500 

Motion to approve the purchase of the Streets Sweeper attachment for the Trackless for an amount 

not to exceed $8,500 and approve and authorize the mayor to sign all related documents. 

Moved by Trustee Watson Seconded by Trustee Emory  

Ayes: 5 Nays:   0 Carried 

 

TREE GRANT - Mayor Meeder added that there is a grant opening for maintenance and planting 

of trees which awards between $10,000 and $100,000 with a 25% match. We don’t want to be in the 

tree removal business or be forced to tell someone they have to remove a tree for $3,500. But we are 

going to research how many of our trees need to come down and apply for the grant to help reduce 

the cost to residents. The grant application is due in August so will start working on this right away. 

 

SOLAR PROJECT – The mayor contacted the IDA regarding some concerns, but they say there 

are no issues.  The mayor will give information regarding the PILOT breakdown following the IDA’s 

approval on May 23rd. 

 

STREETS EQUIPMENT – Mayor Meeder explained the current debt position, rising interest rates 

and the need for new streets equipment.  After talking with Tom Becker (USDA-RD), the mayor 

determined that it makes more sense to apply for all the equipment now rather than duplicate and 

prolong the process of purchasing each piece of equipment in a different year.  She also addressed 

the storage issue which is becoming more apparent now that we no longer have space at the old 

WWTP/public works building and it will become more necessary with the addition of new 

equipment. It was proposed to turn the old drying beds into storage by adding cement floors and 

wrapping the outer walls with metal, which would be a Class B building that would require a 15-

year loan, as opposed to a Class A building which is fireproof (having metal or brick walls and no 

wooden beams) and qualifies for financing over 25-years.  

 

CASH FLOW – In jest, Mayor Meeder said that whoever is mayor in 5-years will be doing so well, 

but now as we begin water and sewer payments on the interest and capital repayments, the timing is 

tight.  The $6 increase on the sewer, along with our savings from solar on efficiencies, and hopefully 

an excellent rebate on the utilities, will help defray future increases.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:25pm. 

Moved by Trustee Watson Seconded by Trustee Emory  

Ayes: 5 Nays:   0 Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanette Ramm 

Clerk-Treasurer 

 

Next Meeting:  Annual Mtg & Regular Board Mtg Wednesday, May 17th, 2023 at 6pm 

   Public Hearings:  Proposed LL 2-2023 Pest Remediation  

             Proposed LL 3-2023 Sewer Rent Law Amendment 


