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Holden and Atclm Taylor are
pictured with their little broth-
er, Watson. The 1-year-old
Watson died in a house fire
Wednesday in Sherman. Two

other sibl remain hospital-
ized in Pltgg:

Community
rallies after
fire in
Sherman

Bx ERIC TICHY

SHERMAN — The parents of
a l-year-old who died last week
remain in Pittshurgh to be close
to two children who also suffered
serious burns in a devastating
house fire.

Both Elliye Ball, age 12, and
Miles Taylor, age 7 are expect-
ed to be hospltahzed for several
months. As of Sunday, the pair
was at UPMC Mercy Burn Cen-
ter, with their parents, Tiffan
and Josh Taylor and Josh Ball,

close by.
See SHERMAN, Page A3




Fire broke out early Wednesday
at the Taylors’ West Main Street
home in Sherman, Tiffany Taylor
managed to escape the flames with
her twin 4-year-olds while Ellive
and Miles were forced to jump
from a second-story window due to
fire blocking a staircase.

Watson Taylor, described by
Tiffany Taylor's cousin, Julie Gris-
wold, as a “miracle baby” when he
was born, died in the fire.

-An investigation determined the
blaze was caused by an electrical
issue at the property.

Griswold said Elliye, who suf-
fered burns to 65% of her body,
could be hospitalized for up to
four months while Miles, suffering
burns to 88% of his body, could be
in the hospital for six months.

“Those three parents are going .

to be up there for the majority of
it,” Griswold said in an interview.
The families briefly have been
able to see the children in the hos-
pital. “Obviously, they're crying all
the time,” Griswold said of the par-
ents, “but I think what their No. 1
thought is on their minds is trying
to get those kids up at the hospital,
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Watson Taylor was described as a
“miracle baby” following his birth.

make sure that they're on the road
to recovery.”

A candlelight vigil for the family
was held at the Taylors’ home Sat-
urday night. “There were guite a
few people who showed up,” Gris-
wold said. “I expected there to be

a decent turnout, but the amount
of people that were there, for how
cold it was, it was amazing.”

Griswold said the family remains
devastated after the loss of Wat--
son Taylor. She noted the preg-
nancy was not a smooth one, and
described his safe delivery as a
;‘miracle" for Tiffany and Josh Tay-
or.

The early morning blaze leveled
the property, and the twins —
Holden and Archer — are currently
residing with relatives after escap-
ing injury.

Meanwhile, an online fundraiser
(https://gofund.me/0f5b113b) has
brought in more than $81,000 for
the family as of Sunday morning.
Clothing and other donations were
also collected at the Sherman Fire
Department. |

Griswold, who started the
GoFundMe drive for the Taylor
family, said the outpour of sup-
port was “almost overwhelming,”
but also noted that it's what makes
Sherman such a great community.

“It’s amazing how everybody
pulls together when it’s really need-
ed,” she said.



