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Rotarians hear history of Sherman s Yorker Museum at meeting

Roberta Tenpas, who has
been the Sherman Historical
Society President since 2011,
presented a program titled
“Sherman’s Yorker Museum:
A Brief History" for West-
field-Mayville Rotarians and
guests during the Rotary Club
of Westfield-Mayville's Aug.
20 session at The Parkview in
Westfield. Tenpas' program
was sponsored by Mary
Swanson, Westfield-Mayville
Rotary Club Immediate Past
President.

The Yorker Museum is
located on the Village Com-
mon at the comer of Park and
Church Streets in Sherman. It
is made up of six original
buildings dating back to the
1750s.1Its origins date back to
1946 when Miss Genevieve
Matteson (later Larson), a
Sherman Central School sev-
enth grade social studies
teacher, started & Yorkers
chapter with five students.
The Yorkers were junior
members of the New York
State Historical Association,
and there were many NYS
chapters. The Sherman chap-
ter was named The French
Creek Yorkers, and at one

point it had 276 members.

Tenpas, who is a lifelong
resident of Sherman and a
graduate of Sherman Central
School, always had an inter-
est in history. She minored in
Social Studies in college,
When she was in the seventh
grade, she joined The York-
ers. Tenpas said, "It was the
thing to do. Many of us
remember when girls weren’t
able to play interscholastic
sports and could participate
only in intramural athletics,
So, we joined clubs and other
activities.”

Tenpas has remained dedi-

cated to the Yorker Museum

throughout her life. She and
other members of the Sher-
man Historical Society over-
see the Yorker Museum.
a They volunteer as tour gu.ldu
of the grounds, sponsor edu

cational programming, lnd
perform hands on repair,

cleaning, and upkeep services
there.

to Tenpas, Mat-
teson “was a dedicated
teacher, citizen, and church
member. In her class, you
knew exactly what she
expected, She was fair, and
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was a very good teacher. ents was that she could keep
When she started a unit on the artifacts at school. As
colonial America, she asked boxes of artifacts grew, it was
students to bring artifacts that perhaps it was
from home. Students did, and time to find a building for
at the end of the unit, the con-  them.”

sensus of the students’ par-  In May of 1950 the Peter

Ripley House, which is the
oldest framed residence in the
village, was moved to the Vil-
lage Common from Miller
Street in Sherman. It was gift-
ed to The French Creek York-
ers, Tenpas recalled, “It was
in bad shape and we didn’t
have any money to refurbish
it, Yorkers earned every
penny to bring the building
up to code.”

She continued, “To raise
funds, each class took a tum
hosting school dances after
home football games. We
took orders for cookies, and
then baked and delivered
hundreds of dozens of cook-
Hemmond 1€8 on Saturday mornings.
Also, before the days of recy-
cling, people saved their
newspapers throughout the
winter, Trucks would pick up
the ne and take them
to a facility in Erie in
exchange for money. Our phi-
losophy was waste not, want
not. Everything for the York-
er Museum was saved and
reused. Students learned to
refinish and reupholster fumi-
ture. Everybody in the com-
munity donated their time,
equipment, and fuel in sup-

port of this museum.” 4

Five more colonial build-
ings were added to the
grounds after the Peter Ripley
House. They are the Nettle
Hill School House, the Buggy
Shed, the Log Dwelling, the
Ray Larson General Store,
and the Chapel. A gazebo and
the Meeting House were also
added. Tenpas noted, “I'm
proudest of the fact that
everything is set up in the
buildings as it would be seen
in everyday life in the colo-
nial times, We have only one
showcase, which houses mili-
tary memorabilia.”

The Yorker Museum is
open on Sundays from 1 to 4
p.m. in June, July, and
August, or by appointment.
Group tours may be arranged.
Donations of artifacts and
funds are welcome, and vol-
unteers are needed to help
maintain the grounds and to
act as tour guides, For more
information, find the Yorker
Museum on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/yorker-
museum, or call 716-761-
6659, 716-761-6492, or
716-708-9354.



