
VILLAGE OF SHERMAN 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

and the MUNICIPAL ZONING BOARD 

Wednesday, January 8th, 2020  
 

The Mayor opened the regular meeting at 6:00pm and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Board members Colleen Meeder, Isaac Gratto, Kirk Ayers and Ryan Sanders, 

Clerk-Treasurer Jeanette Ramm, Chief Operator Jay Irwin, Town Supervisor of North 

Harmony Robert Yates, three residents and the press were present. Trustee Donna 

Higginbotham sent her apologies. 

 

RES 2020-01-08.1:  

Motion to accept the previous minutes of the Regular Board Meeting and Board Work Session 

Meeting held December 4th, 2019.  

Moved by Trustee Ayers     Seconded by Trustee Gratto    

Ayes:   4  Nays: 0 Carried 

 

Motion to suspend the regular meeting and enter into the meeting of the Municipal Zoning Board. 

Moved by Trustee Gratto     Seconded by Trustee Sanders   

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

MUNICIPAL ZONING BOARD MEETING: 

 

The mayor stated that Greg Gormley is completing his third part of 6 sessions of the Code 

Enforcement Officer classes this month, he is doing well and passing all his classes. She also 

reported that the County’s exterminators have removed all the poison and traps from the Farmer’s 

Mill and that the Village employees are in the process of cleaning out all the feed left in the 

Farmer’s Mill. In response to a question about the cleanup of the Farmer’s Mill, the mayor 

explained that the Village is doing the cleanup, calculating all our costs (including labor, 

respirators and equipment rental) and giving this amount to Chautauqua County to claim against 

the bankruptcy.  The rat control portion has been picked-up by Chautauqua County, who has been 

working with the Erie County Health Department.  Mr. Gormley’s report also noted that reminders 

had been sent to all relevant properties with a need for a special use permit for a dumpster. 

 

RES 2020-01-08.2: 

Motion to hire occasional general labor at $11.80/hr for the purpose of feed clean up. 

Moved by Trustee Gratto   Seconded by Trustee Ayers    

Ayes:    4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

The trustees reviewed the three special use dumpster permits that have been received. They 

discussed complaints about dumpsters over the last year, as well as the locations of dumpsters 

since the law (LL 2-2019) requires that they are out of sight. The law also stipulates where on the 

property a dumpster is allowed, and that it should be fenced off/hidden. There have been no issues 

with commercial dumpsters, but some residential dumpsters have raised concerns.  There is no 

need for residential properties to have a dumpster, therefore each property is being assessed on its 



own merit.  The Dumpster Law may need to be revised to include remediation measures for non-

compliance.  

 

RES 2020-01-08.3: 

Motion to approve annual dumpster special use permit for Garrett Spitzer 118 Columbia St, Terry 

Ayers 115 Prospect St, and Stanley Hose Company 122 Park St, (with no conditions). 

Moved by Trustee Gratto     Seconded by Trustee Sanders    

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

RES 2020-01-08.4: 

Motion to waive the annual dumpster special use permit fee for the Stanley Hose Company.   

Moved by Trustee Gratto     Seconded by Trustee Ayers    

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0  Carried  

 

Motion to close the Municipal Zoning Board Meeting and resume the Regular Meeting of the 

Board. 

Moved by Trustee Gratto     Seconded by Trustee Sanders 

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING: 

 

SEWER PROJECT – WIIA GRANT AWARD  

The Village of Sherman was awarded the Water Improvement Infrastructure Act (WIIA) grant for 

$980,000, this covers 25% of the net (un-granted) cost; (not to exceed $980,500).  The total of 

awards to date equal $3,245,500 which is 52.5% of the project. 

 

SEWER REPORT FROM CHIEF SEWER OPERATOR:  

• Mr. Irwin said that a mini RAFA system had been installed at the property of Ross Fields and 

Janet Loomis so that the mini DomoDIP can be monitored more closely. The old grinder 

system has been completely removed, and since then there have been no issues. 

• Andrew Norton is enrolled to attend his first basic sewer course, i.e. activated sludge, in June. 

Trenton Meeder will be enrolled later so that we don’t have them both away at the same time. 

• The new Diesel Tank is in, but bad weather has prevented the concrete from being laid.  Once 

that is done the tank will be moved.  This part of the project was estimated to cost $25,000 

and because it was done inhouse it has cost less than $6,000, which is already saving on our 

$6.2 million project. 

• Catherine Rees of RCAP is coming January 9th to assist with Vulnerability Assessment and 

Emergency Response Plans for both Water and Sewer. 

 

WATER AND STREETS REPORTS FROM SUPERINTENDENT: 

The mayor explained the Doug Crane was working which is why he wasn’t in attendance, as was 

the case with the previous two meetings.  

 

Loader Trade-in: 

In preparation of trading in the loader, Mr. Crane and the mayor are meeting with Tom Becker 

(USDA RD) on January 16th. The loader is almost 5 years old which means:  



• It is at the point where maintenance will become a regular costly concern 

• It still has a high trade-in value 

• It still has 2,100 hours 

• It is no longer under warranty 

• It is a critical and expensive piece of equipment (approximately $150,000) 

• The Village uses it for snow removal, among many other projects 

• It is the item most often ‘shared’ in our municipal sharing with towns, county and our school 

Mayor Meeder has confirmed with others who do this regularly and this is the optimal point in the 

life of this equipment to make this decision. 

   

The current USDA RD loan for the existing loader are as follows: 

• Original amount $100,000 at 3.25% interest, taken out 11/5/15 for 15 years (ending 2030) 

• Annual principal payment is $6,700 plus two interest payments (2018 $2,814 in interest) 

• We made an additional principal payment in 2018-19 of $15,900 

• Current loan balance is $57,300 

 

The goal of trading the loader in is to: 

• Optimize the trade-in value 

• Reduce maintenance i.e. new loader = minimal maintenance 

• Take advantage of lower interest rates 

• Refinance with USDA RD, with possible grant (know more in December)  

• Possibly come out ahead in value 

 

Dump Truck purchased in December 

The 1985 Ford F-800 dump truck purchased in December cost $7,000.  The frame is in excellent 

condition, it has a newly built engine and an automatic Allison transmission. It has a gas engine 

(for easier maintenance) and will predominantly be used for routine projects around the 

Village.  This was necessary as the Town no longer has a spare truck available, that we previously 

used as part of our shared services.  This will not replace our need for Town and shared services 

when we coordinate large projects like paving streets.  It will also be used to haul sewer sludge. 

 

WATER PROJECT 

The mayor shared Matt Zarbo’s (Barton & Loguidice) summary of our water system - “The Village 

of Sherman owns and operates a municipal water system containing two drinking water wells, a 

water storage tank, and several miles of water transmission/distribution piping. The water system 

has several deficiencies and many components have failed or are at risk of failure. The proposed 

project involves the installation of approximately 6,000 feet of new water mains, the demolition 

of the existing well house, the construction of a new treatment building, upgrades to the water 

storage tank, and various other improvements to the Village water system.”  It is the Village’s 

intention to bond for $3.206 million to allow flexibility in the final project scope (to possibly 

include water softening – this will be determined at a future date). Otherwise the project will total 

approximately $2.5 million.  The EFC anticipates the project to be $3,302,180 including the 

closing costs – 0% financing. 

  

  

  



WATER PROJECT - EFC HARDSHIP SCORE 

The NYS Department of Health (DOH) has completed the evaluation for hardship funding for our 

water project. Mayor Meeder was pleased to inform everyone that the result of that evaluation is 

that the Village IS eligible for a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) grant of 

$1,981,263 and interest-free financing of $1,320,842 for a term of up to 30 years for the project 

through the  Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC).  This project has been added to the 

Intended Use Plan (IUP) via an amendment that became final as of January 2, 2020 and now 

appears with a public health priority ranking of 105 points.  

  

According to CDBG our water rates are still significantly lower than what our MHI deems 

affordable, but we are hoping that they will look at our water and sewer rates combined.  There 

were no reserves built up by either the water or sewer departments, in fact there was a negative 

fund balance at one time.  

  

PLANNING BOARD REPORT 

The Planning Board met on December 9th and January 6th. Their discussions included local 

businesses such as the hardware, grocery, bank/credit union, Farmer’s Mill, Chase Antiques, liquor 

store, Ox & Rooster, and Rick Ayers’ project.  John Steinmetz met to review the Sherman statistics 

going into the Comprehensive Plan. John Goldberg was investigating opening a business in 

Sherman. Jay Irwin presented details of the sewer project to the board. The next Planning Board 

Meeting, which is a public meeting, is scheduled for Monday, February 3rd, 2020 at 4pm at the 

Village Office.  Planning Board Minutes are available on the website www.shermanny.org under 

Government/Village Planning Board. 

 

STEERING COMMITTEE 

The Committee met with John Steinmetz on December 9th, at 6pm, and there were nine members 

present for the review of the first draft of the first phase of the Comprehensive Plan.  This involves 

the collection of historical data and statistics on the Village, Town, and County, related to 

population, income, taxes, traffic numbers, and much more.  They also reviewed the first Main 

Street concept plan in relation to green infrastructure and stormwater management.   

 

MAYORAL ADDRESS: 

 

Tree Planting Committee   

This committee will be led by Mary Swanson and will be a sub-committee of the Parks and 

Recreation committee.  We plan to establish this committee in January, and it will focus on trees 

along the streets, parks and French Creek. The trees will help counter erosion (stormwater issues) 

and beautify the area. This committee would also look at the health of our existing trees. 

 

Rick Ayers Project 

After the newspaper article regarding the possibility of this project being located in North 

harmony, many questions have come to light, such as, who determines whether a SEQR needs to 

be done? The Code Enforcement Officer, Municipal Board, Planning Board or Zoning Board? It’s 

probably a combination of these depending on the phase of the project. We will be investigating 

this further. 

 

http://www.shermanny.org/


Grocery Store  

Mark Graham has started with renovations, moved an existing wall, extended the deli section and 

added an office. After numerous delays he is expecting to close this month.  

 

Main Street Properties  

• John Sundquist (B&L) has completed the Phase 1 Environmental Review of 130 West Main 

Street. His main concern being that there were tanks in the front which may still be there. 

Phase 2 will determine whether remediation of said tanks and possible contaminants in the 

drain will be necessary. The roof is also a concern. 

• Village Attorney, Peter Clark has prepared draft lease agreements for all the tenants. 

• Dan Maus requested permission to park trucks for sale at the parking lot of 130 West Main 

Street.  Peter Clark sees no reason to object, so we have given him permission. 

  

Tom Becker USDA RD  

• Tom Becker is meeting here on January 16, 2020 to discuss the loader. 

• The meeting will also include Community Facilities Program Grants for planning purposes in 

regard to future LGE local government efficiency grant opportunities to restore 130 W Main 

Street as a community center in a shared municipal venture. This could expedite this project. 

• Section III requirements (due for the USDA RD Loan) and the letter of conditions will also 

be reviewed in this meeting. 

 

Food Pantry  

• A natural gas heater was installed in December. 

• The Village of Sherman received a $2,000 grant from the Carl Yngve and Lucille Adamson 

Fund administered by the Chautauqua Region Community Foundation, for the Area Christian 

Action Council – Sherman Pantry project (for rent and utilities at 123 West Main Street).    

 

Consolidated Local Streets and Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS)  

Our original 2019-2020 budget for CHIPS was $15,000, but after making the decision to proceed 

with the $110,000 streets improvement project, we expected to receive $25,000 and are happy to 

report that we received $35,276 in CHIPS funding in December.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FROM CLERK-TREASURER: 

General Checking Account: Balance (01/08/2020) is $22,689.90 & book balance $1,072.33 

NYS Fund Bank Account: Balance (01/08/2020) is $6,670.00 & book balance $2,500.00 

Sewer Project Bank Account: Balance (01/08/2020) is $12,615.02 & book balance $117.52 

CD Account:   Balance (01/08/2020) is A$150,065.03, B$0 

CD Transfer: CD Transfer:   N/A 

Unpaid Taxes:   N/A 

Account Adjustments:  $702.00 

 

The Village of Sherman received a $100 donation from Alan Levitt, of Brooklyn, NY.  Mr. Levitt 

was the pharmacist in Sherman.  He asked that it be used toward a Village of Sherman celebration.   

 

The clerk is adding a local artisans page to the shermanny.org website to promote and support our 

local talent.  



RES 2020-01-08.5: VOUCHER 

Motion to approve Voucher #8 for $46,341.63 as presented for December 2019, of which $0 is 

from the NYS Special Fund, and $12,497.50 is from the Sewer Project Fund. 

Moved by Trustee Gratto   Seconded by Trustee Sanders    

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

RES 2020-01-08.6: ADJUSTMENT FOR WORK RENDERED IN THE FOOD PANTRY 

Motion to adjust account #64 for the Rural Center water and sewer balance of $702.00 at 130 West 

Main Street, for in-kind services rendered at the Food Pantry at 123 West Main Street, including 

paint, window replacement, and labor, etc.  The amount will be expensed to building repairs, paid 

by the Village of Sherman to the Village of Sherman, check number 16575.   

Moved by Trustee Gratto  Seconded by Trustee Sanders  

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

RES 2020-01-08.7: WEB SITE FEE 

Motion to waive the website set up fee of $20 for business listings on the website this year 2020, 

encouraging economic growth and stimulation. 

Moved by Trustee Ayers     Seconded by Trustee Gratto    

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

BUDGET REVIEW 

Mayor Meeder handed out financial sheets and did a detailed line-by-line, cash budget review with 

the Trustees.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

In response to heated Facebook comments, the mayor wanted to clarify the following ‘WATER 

BILL’ concerns:  

1. It is a Water AND Sewer bill i.e. it contains two separate utilities.   

2. Water & Sewer bills are not confidential, they can be FOILed, just as tax bills are available 

to the public. 

3. The Village has chosen to use discretion and refer to customers by account number 

whenever possible. 

4. The Facebook fodder has required us to address some concerns directly. Here are the 

account situations: 

• Acct #96 for Sue & Jerry Oehlbeck initiated the concerns.  Their exact reading is 62,030, 

which Doug wrote in pencil in his notebook, Jeanette interpreted as 62,630.  This reported 

a usage of twice their normal amount, resulting in a $51.60 over charge.  This was simply 

an error, easily corrected, had it not been caught it would have self-corrected at the next 

reading.  No one is being overbilled.  Their bill is $189.25, less than $95 / month for two 

utility services.   
• Bandwagon customers, unable to read and interpret their bills, chimed in with similar 

claims of being overcharged.  However, in this one example they were relating their 

minimal use of 491 units to the entire bill which included previous unpaid services and 

penalty fees.  Again, in this example of account #78 the current portion of the bill is only 

$172.14 which is $86 / month for two utility services.   



• Doug Crane has reached out and dealt with both these customers directly.    
• It continues to be an educational process.  The majority of the problem is unpaid 

balances.  Having started the W&S year cycle with the first billing in April for Feb and 

Mar, if it’s not kept current, the December bill could reflect 10 of 12 months of water and 

sewer charges.  Complaints increase as the balance increases – it’s a direct correlation.  

Unfortunately, a lot of misinformation is being put out on Facebook, but no one is being 

overcharged.   
 

‘RATE COMPARISON’ as presented to the Planning Board: 

The mayor handed out tables to the trustees for actual comparison of current and past water and 

sewer charges.  The bimonthly average for both water and sewer in Sherman is $187.73.  This is 

$93.86 per month for two utilities. She did an area comparison of sewer rates, and comparison 

with our expected increased sewer rates.  Our expected increases in the Sewer Base Rate will be:   

• June 1st, 2020 + $5.00/month 
• June 1st, 2021 + $4.00/month 
• June 1st, 2022 + $4.00/month 
• Total of incremental increases over three years = $13.00/month 

 

After our increases over the next three years, this will put our average at $786 per annum for 

sewer.  How does this compare?  Chautauqua is currently fixed at $780 p.a. for sewer. North 

Harmony has an annual sewer cost of $940 p.a. and they are currently looking at adding water 

services. New Shortman Road, Ripley is fixed at $792 p.a. for sewer, while their water is fixed at 

$756 p.a. Combined, Ripley’s water and sewer is $1548 p.a. compared to our combined average 

of $1200 p.a. Ripley also has hookup fees, and an option not to hook up of $1061 p.a.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

RES 2020-01-08.8: PUBLIC HEARING ON WATER & STORMWATER STUDY 

Motion to schedule a Public Hearing on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020 at 6pm, at the Village 

Municipal Office.  The Public Hearing will be the 2nd hearing of the Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) project: 1071CP175-18 Drinking Water and Stormwater Infrastructure 

Preliminary Engineering Study for $52,500.  The public hearing is to be published in the Post 

Journal legal notices on January 25th & 27th, and posted at the Post Office, Bank, and Village 

Office.   

Moved by Trustee Ayers  Seconded by Trustee Gratto    

Ayes:    4 Nays: 0 Carried 

  

RES 2020-01-08.9: BOND COUNSEL  

Motion to approve the retainment of Trespaz & Marquardt, LLP, attorneys and counselors at law, 

for the purpose of Bond Counsel for the Village of Sherman’s $3,206,000 Water System 

Improvement Project; and authorize the mayor to sign the engagement letter and make initial 

payment of $2,500.00 for services rendered in preparation of the Bond Resolution.    

Moved by Trustee Gratto  Seconded by Trustee Ayers    

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

 



WATER PROJECT BOND  
 

RES 2020-01-08.10: CERTIFICATION OF CLERK’S POSTING OF MEETING 

Motion to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s certification of the posting and legal notice given for this 

January 8th meeting of the Village Board of Trustees: 

 Newspaper:   Post Journal      01/04/2020 

 Posting:  Post Office, Bank, & Village Office   12/30/2019 

    Municipal website www.shermanny.org  12/30/2019 

    December Newsletter in Water & Sewer Bill  12/11/2019 

Moved by Trustee Gratto     Seconded by Trustee Sanders    

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

RES 2020-01-08.11: BOND RESOLUTION $3.2 MILLION WATER PROJECT 

Motion to adopt the Bond Resolution…  

Moved by Trustee Ayers   Seconded by Trustee Gratto    

Ayes:   4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

BOND RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF SHERMAN, CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY, 

NEW YORK, ADOPTED ON JANUARY 8, 2020, AUTHORIZING THE 

CONSTRUCTION AND IMPROVEMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEM 

FACILITIES AT AN ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST OF $3,206,000, APPROPRIATING 

SAID AMOUNT THEREFOR, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF UP TO 

$3,206,000 BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES AND SERIAL BONDS OF THE VILLAGE 

TO PAY THE COST OF THE PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village has determined that it is desirable for the 

Village to undertake a project (the “Project”) consisting of the construction, improvement or 

reconstruction of water distribution facilities in and for the Village, including the installation of 

approximately 6,000 +/- linear feet of new water main throughout the Village, demolition of the 

existing well house, construction of new treatment building, upgrades to the water storage tank, 

including site improvements, original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus incidental 

thereto, all as required for the purpose for which such Project is to be used, at a maximum estimated 

cost of $3,206,000, including all professional costs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law of the State of 

New York, as amended, and the regulations of the Department of Environmental Conservation of 

the State of New York promulgated thereunder (collectively referred to hereinafter as "SEQRA"), 

the Village is required to make a determination with respect to the environmental impact of any 

"action" (as defined by SEQRA) to be taken by the Village and the approval of this resolution 

constitutes such an action; and the Village as "lead agency" (as defined by SEQRA) has reviewed 

the above-referenced action and determined by Resolution adopted November 6, 2019 that the 

Project is a Type I Action under SEQRA which will result in no significant impacts and, therefore, 

(a) the action is not one which “may include the potential for at least one significant adverse 

environmental impact,” (b) “there will be no significant adverse environmental impacts,” and (c) 

no “environmental impact statement” need be prepared, as such quoted terms are defined in 

SEQRA; and 

http://www.shermanny.org/


WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees now desires to authorize the Project and the financing of 

the cost thereof. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THIS JANUARY 8, 2020 BY THE BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF SHERMAN, CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY, NEW 

YORK (by favorable vote of not less than two thirds of said Board), AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1. The construction, improvement or reconstruction of water distribution 

facilities in and for the Village, including the installation of approximately 6,000 +/- linear feet of 

new water main throughout the Village, demolition of the existing well house, construction of new 

treatment building, upgrades to the water storage tank, including site improvements, original 

furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus incidental thereto and all legal and professional 

costs, all as required for the purpose for which such Project is to be used, at a maximum estimated 

cost of $3,206,000, (the “Project”), is hereby approved. 

 

 Section 2. The plan for the financing of the aforesaid specific object or purpose is by 

the issuance of up to $3,206,000, or such lesser amount as may be necessary, of serial bonds or 

any bond anticipation notes, including renewals of such notes, in anticipation of the issuance and 

sale of the bonds of said Village, hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Finance 

Law and the levy of a tax to pay interest on said obligations. 

 

 Section 3. The full faith and credit of the Village is hereby irrevocably pledged for the 

payment of the principal of and interest on the Bonds as the same respectively become due and 

payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in each year sufficient to pay the principal of and 

interest on such obligations becoming due and payable in such years and such debt service 

payments may be made in substantially level or declining amounts as may be authorized by law. 

 

Section 4. Pursuant to Sections 30.00, 50.00 and 56.00 to 60.00, inclusive, of the Local 

Finance Law, the power to authorize the issuance of and to sell the serial bonds and any bond 

anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein authorized, including 

renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Village Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer. Such 

bonds or notes shall be of such form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said Village Treasurer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.  The 

bonds and notes authorized hereby may be issued to the United States Department of Agriculture, 

Office of Rural Development, or any of its related offices or agencies, the New York State 

Environmental Facilities Corporation under any of its revolving fund programs or any purchaser 

in accordance with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.   

 

 Section 5. The Village Treasurer is hereby further authorized, at her sole discretion, to 

execute all agreements and instruments in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the 

specific object or purpose described in Section 2 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and/or 

note issue of said Village. The Village Treasurer is hereby further authorized, at her sole discretion, 

to execute a project finance and loan agreement, and any other agreements with the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation and/or the New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation and/or the United States Department of Agriculture – Rural Development, 

including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments thereto) in the 



effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or purpose 

described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and/or note issue of the Village in 

the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation or to 

such other entity as may be designated by the United States Department of Agriculture – Rural 

Development.   

 

 Section 6. The intent of this resolution is to give the Village Treasurer sufficient 

authority to execute those applications, agreements, instruments or to do any similar acts necessary 

to affect the issuance of the aforesaid bonds and/or notes without resorting to further action of this 

Board of Trustees. 

 

 Section 7. The following additional matters are hereby determined and declared: 

 

a. Pursuant to subparagraph (a)4 of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance 

Law, the period of probable usefulness of the Project is forty (40) years; 

and 

 

b. Current funds are not required by the Local Finance Law to be provided 

prior to the issuance of the bonds and any notes issued in anticipation 

thereof authorized by this resolution; and 

 

c. The proposed maturity of the bonds authorized by this resolution will 

exceed five (5) years. 

 

 Section 8. The temporary use of available funds of the Village, not immediately 

required for the purpose or purposes for which the same were raised or otherwise created, is hereby 

authorized pursuant to Section 165.10 of the Local Finance Law for the capital purposes described 

in Section 1 of this resolution. The reasonably expected source of funds to be used to initially pay 

for the expenditures authorized by Section 1 of this resolution shall be from the Village’s General 

Fund.  It is intended that the Village shall then reimburse expenditures from the General Fund with 

the proceeds of the bonds and bond anticipation notes authorized by this resolution and that the 

interest payable on the bonds and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds 

shall be excludable from gross income for federal income tax purposes. This resolution is intended 

to constitute the declaration of the Village’s “official intent” within the meaning of Treasury 

Regulation Section 1.150-2 to reimburse the expenditures authorized by this resolution with the 

proceeds of the bonds and bond anticipation notes authorized herein. Other than as specified in 

this resolution, no monies are reasonably expected to be, received, allocated on a long-term basis, 

or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent funding of the objects or purposes described 

herein.  

 

 Section 9. Such bonds shall be in fully registered form and shall be signed in the name 

of the Village of Sherman, Chautauqua County, New York, by the manual or facsimile signature 

of the Village Treasurer and a facsimile of its corporate seal shall be imprinted or impressed 

thereon and maybe attested to by the manual or facsimile signature of the Village Clerk. 

 



 Section 10. The Village hereby covenants and agrees with the holders from time to time 

of the Bonds and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale of the Bonds, that 

the Village will faithfully observe and comply with all provisions of the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986, as amended (the "Code"), and any proposed or final regulations issued pursuant thereto 

unless, in the opinion of bond counsel, such compliance is not required by the Code and regulations 

to maintain the exclusion from gross income of interest on said obligations for federal income tax 

purposes. 

 

 Section 11. All other matters, except as provided herein relating to such bonds, 

including determining whether to issue such bonds with a schedule of substantially level or 

declining annual debt service and all matters related thereto, prescribing whether manual or 

facsimile signatures shall appear on said bonds, prescribing the method for the recording of 

ownership of said bonds, appointing the fiscal agent or agents for said bonds, providing for the 

printing and delivery of said bonds (and if said bonds are to be executed in the name of the Village 

by the facsimile signature of its Village Treasurer, providing for the manual countersignature of a 

fiscal agent or of a designated Official of the Village), the date, denominations, maturities and 

interest payment dates, place or places of payment, and also including the consolidation with other 

issues, shall be determined by the Village Treasurer. It is hereby determined that it is to the 

financial advantage of the Village not to impose and collect from registered owners of such bonds 

any charges for mailing, shipping and insuring bonds transferred or exchanged by the fiscal agent, 

and, accordingly, pursuant to paragraph c of Section 70.00 of the Local Finance Law, no such 

charges shall be so collected by the fiscal agent. Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital 

of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law and shall otherwise be 

in such form and contain such recitals in addition to those required by Section 52.00 of the Local 

Finance Law, as the Village Treasurer shall determine.  

 

 Section 12.  The law firm of Trespasz & Marquardt, LLP is hereby appointed bond 

counsel to the Village in relation to the issuance of the obligations authorized herein. 

 

 Section 13. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested 

only if: 

 

1. Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said Village is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

 

2. The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this 

resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such 

validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication, or 

 

3. Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

 

 Section 14. This resolution shall be subject to permissive referendum and a summary 

hereof shall be published by the Village Clerk as provided by Village Law Section 9-900.  This 

Resolution shall become effective 30 days after its adoption.  Following such effective date, in the 

event that no petition for a referendum was timely submitted and filed, the Village Clerk shall 



cause the publishing and posting of a notice in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of 

the Local Finance Law together with a summary of this Bond Resolution. 

  

 WHEREFORE, the foregoing Resolution was put to a vote of the members of the Board 

of Trustees of the Village this 8th day of January 2020, the result of which vote was as follows: 

 

            VOTE: .  

Colleen Meeder, Village Mayor 

Kirk Ayers 

Isaac Gratto 

Donna Higginbotham 

Ryan Sanders  

      Aye       

      Aye       

      Aye       

   Absent      

      Aye       

 

RES 2020-01-08.12: FISCAL ADVISOR FOR WATER PROJECT 

Motion to approve the retainment of Fiscal Advisors & Marketing, Inc., financial advisors, for 

the purpose of financial advisory services for the Village of Sherman’s $3,206,000 Water System 

Improvements; and authorize the mayor to sign the agreement for services not to exceed $18,000 

over the course of the project. 

Moved by Trustee Gratto     Seconded by Trustee Ayers    

Ayes:  4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

RES 2020-01-08.13: WWTP SEWER WIIA AWARD ACCEPTANCE 

Motion to record in the minutes the Village of Sherman’s acceptance of the WIIA Award granting 

the Sherman Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project on December 27th, 2019, as signed 

by the mayor.  This WIIA Grant of 25% is an amount up to $980,500, towards the $6,187,000 

sewer project.    (Definition of WIIA- Water Infrastructure Improvement Act) 

Moved by Trustee Ayers     Seconded by Trustee Gratto    

Ayes:  4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

Motion to move into Executive Session at 7:55pm to discuss legal contract matters, action to be 

taken on Rental Lease Agreements following executive session.  

Moved by Trustee Ayers     Seconded by Trustee Gratto    

Ayes:  4 Nays: 0 Carried 

Motion for exit executive session and resume the regular meeting at 8:15pm.  

Moved by Trustee Gratto     Seconded by Trustee Ayers    

Ayes:  4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

RES 2020-01-08.14: RENTAL LEASE AGREEMENTS 

Motion to approve and authorize the mayor to draw up the rental lease agreements and sign the 

agreements on behalf of the Village of Sherman in contract with the lessees of 130 W Main St, 

129 W Main St, and 123 W Main St.   

Moved by Trustee Gratto     Seconded by Trustee Ayers    

Ayes:  4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

 



RES 2020-01-08.15: RENTAL WATER & SEWER AGREEMENTS 

Motion to approve the Clerk-Treasurer to pay the Village of Sherman for Water & Sewer Charges 

for the properties of 130 W Main St, 129 W Main St, and 123 W Main St, as they are included in 

the terms of the rental lease agreements; also to pay for 121 W Main St as it is now the Village of 

Sherman’s responsibility.  These are accounts #64, 117, 119, and 336 

Moved by Trustee Gratto     Seconded by Trustee Ayers    

Ayes:  4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

The trustees discussed Michael Beatman’s interest in renting the upper bay at the old Ford 

Garage.  It was decided that the mayor should quote Mr. Beatman $100.00/month. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:22pm 

Moved by Trustee Sanders     Seconded by Trustee Ayers    

Ayes:  4 Nays: 0 Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Jeanette Ramm 

Clerk-Treasurer 

 

Notes: 

Planning Board     Mon, Feb 3rd, 4pm, Village Office 

COMP PLAN Steering Committee   Mon, TBA, 6pm, Fire Hall (upper room) 

Public Hearing (Water & Stormwater CDBG) Wed, Feb 5th, 6pm, Village Office 

Regular Board Meeting     Wed, Feb 5th, 6pm, Village Office 

Community Visioning Workshop #2   TBA   

 

Future Meeting Items: 

  2018-2019 FY Audit by Financial Committee  

  Collection Policy  

  Draft Laws (amendments) 2020 

  Budget 2020-2021 

   
 


